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Economic impact of the introduction of technology in
a traditional livestock production system
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Abstract

Over the past years the development of traditional production systems
was achieved taking into consideration the premise that the obstacles that limit
productivity can be overcome through the adaptation of the local conditions to
technological developments from other environments. The purpose of this re-
search was to evaluate the economic impact of technological introduction and
utilization in a traditional livestock production system based on corn stubble
(Zea mayz L.) and Star grass (Cynodon plectostachyus P.) in Colima State,
Mexico. The study evaluated meat, milk, grain and forage production, as well as
the profitability of the system. The results showed that technology inclusion had
the direct effect of  increasing  production costs, and reducing the labour force
during corn planting. A reduction of milk production was observed while the
production of meat and grain was positively affected. The conclusion was that
under the conditions which applied in this study, the introduction and utilization
of technological practices had a negative effect on the profitability of the produc-
tion system.
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